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The JuDGMENT and DecrEe 
_ "y 
The UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 


Paſt intheir Convocation July 21, 1683. 


Ltho: the barbarous Aſlaſh- 
nation lately en 1zd a- 
W gainſt the perſon; of his Sa- 

I cred Majettie and his Roy- 
all Brother, engage-all out 
thoughts to reflect with 
L utmoſt deteſtation and ab- 

AF horrence 'of that execra- 

ble Villany, hateful to God and Man; and Pay 
our due acknowledgments to the Divine Pro-+ 
vidence which by extraordinary - methods 
brought it to. paſs , that the breath of our n6- 
ſtrils the Anointed of the Lord-is not taken in 
the pit which was prepared for him : and that 
under his ſhadow we continue to live , and en+ 
Joy the Bleflings of his Government : Yet 
notwithſtanding we find it to be a neceſlary 
duty at this time to ſearch into and lay _= 
thoſe impious DoQrines, which having of late 
A 2 been 
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been ſtudiouſly diſſeminated, gave riſe and 
growth to thoſe nefarious attemts : and paſs 
upon them our ſolemn public Cenſure and De- 
cree of condemnation. 2 Or gan 
Therefore to the honor of the holy andun- 
divided Trinity , the-prefervation of Catholic 
truth in the Church : and that the King's Ma- 
jeſtie' may /beſecurt from the atternts/ of open 
and bloudy eninues, and the machinations of 
Traiterous; Hergtics and Schiſmatics: We the 
Vice-Chancellor, Doctors, Proctors, and Ma- 
ſters Regent and not Regent met in Convoca- 
tion in the.accuſtom'd manner , time and place, 
on Saturday the 21 of July in the Year 1683. 
concetning. certain' Propoſitions contained in 
diverſe Books and Writings publiſhed in Eng- 
liſh, and alſo in the Latin tongue repugnant to 
the holy Scriptures, Decreesof Councils, Wri- 
tings of the Fathers, the Faith and Profeflion of 
the Primitive Church : and alfo deſtructive-of 
the Kingly Government, the ſatety of his Maje- 
jeſtie's Perlon, the Public Peace, the Laws of 
Nature, and bondsof humane Society: By our | 
Unanimous aflent and conſent , have Decreed 
and Determind in manner and form following. 


Propoſition 1. All Civil Autority is derived originally from 
the People. 
2. There is a murual compa@, tacit or exprels, be- 
eween a Prince and his Subje&ts; and ther it he 
perform not his duty, they are diſchargd - from 
theirs. | 
3. That | 
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. Thar if lawful Governors become Tyrants, or go- 
vern otherwiſe ther by the laws' of and man 
they onghe to do, 4 forfeit the right they had 
unto their Governimient, | | 
Lex Rex. Buchanan de Jurt Regni. Vinditie coh- 
tra tyrannos. Bellarmine de Conciliis, de Cn 
Milton, Goodwin. Baxter HC. © "© 


. The Soveraignty' of England | is in'the three Eftates, 
viz, King, Lords, and Commons. The King has but 
a coordinate power and may be ovetruled by the 
other two. 
Lex Rex. Hunton of a limited and mx d Monarchy, 
Baxter H. CG. Polit. Catech. . 


- Birthright and proximity of þloud give no title ro 
rule or Government, and it 1s Tawfal to preclude 
the. next heir from his Right of Succeffion to the 
Crown. 
Lex Rex. Hunt's Poſtcript. Doleman. Hiſtory of Sues 
ceſſuon. Julian the Apoſtate., Mene Tekgl, 


. It is, lawful for SabjeRs without the Whſend and 
againſt che command « of the Sypreipe Magiſtrate"to 
enter into leagues, covenants and affeciations; for 
defence of themfelVes and their rehyion. 

Solemn League and Covenant, Late Aſociation 


. Self-preſervation is the fundamental law of nature, 
and ſuperſedes the obligarion of all others, when- 
ever they ſtand in competition with it, 

Hobbes de Cine. Leviathan. 


| The doftrine of the Goſpel concerning patient ſut- 
tering of injuries &8,'s nor inconfiftent with' violent 
reliſting « of che hi f powers in caſe of perſeuition 


for rel 
Les Rex "Hulide Apt 7 ar Relat p oo 
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9. There lies no obligation upon Chriſtians to paſlive 
obedience , when the Prince commands. any thing 
againſt che laws of our Country,; and the primitive 
Chriſtians choſe rather to die-then refiſt, becauſe 
Chriſtianity was not+ yet fetled bythe laws of the 


Empire. 


Julian Apoftate. 


10, Poſleſſion and ſtrength give a right to govern , and 
ſucceſs in a cauſe or L. aac proclaims it to be 
lawful and juſt ; co purſue it is to comply with the 
will of God, becauſe it is to follow the condu of 
his providence. 

Hobbes. Owen's Sermon before the Regicides Fan. 31. 
1648. Baxter, Jenkins Petition O06, 1 651, 


11, In the ſtate of nature there is no difference between 
good and evil, right and wrong; the ſtate of nature 
1s a ſtate of war, in which every man hath a right 


co all things. 


12. The foundation of Civil Autority is this natural right, 
which is not given, but left ro the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate upon mens entring into ſocieties, and not | | 
only a foreign Invader but a domeſtic Rebel puts 
himſelf again into a ſtate of nature, to be proceeded 
againſt not as a ſubje& but an enemy : and conſe- 
quently acquires by his rebellion theſame right over 
the life of his Prince, as the Prince for the moſt hei- 
nous crimes has over the life of his own Subjeds, 


13. Every man after his Oanr'ar. into a ſociety retaitis a 
right of defending himſelf againſt force, and can- 
not transfer that right tothe Commonwealth, when 
he conſents to thatunion whereby a Commonwealth 
is, made; and 1n caſe a great many men together | 
have already refiſted the Commonwealth, for which 


every one of chem expetteth death, they have liberty 
: chen 
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then to joyn together to affiſt and defend one an- 
other. Their bearing of arms ſabſequent to the firlt 
breach' of their daty, tho it be ro maintain what 
they have don, is nonew unjuſt a, and if it be only 
to defend their perſons, is nor nnjuſt at all. 
14. An Oath ſuperadds no obligation to and a 
obliges a + than it is warn rr ay rg 
quently if a Prince gives any indication that he does 
not” believe the promiſes of fealty and allegiance 
made'by any of his fabjefts, they are thereby freed 
from their ſubjettion, and notwithſtanding their 
and oaths may lawtully rebel againſt, and de- 
y their Soveraign. f | 
Hobbes de Cive. Leviathan. 


15, If a People that by oath and duty are obligd to a So- 
veraign dhall finfullydifpofleſs him, and contrary to 
their|\Cevenants chaſe, and covenant with another ; 
they aiay hte bbliged by their latter Covenant not- 


| their former. 
Baxter H. C. | 
16. All oaths "_ unlawiul, and contrary to the word 
of a | 
Quakers. 


1 7. An Oath! obliges not in the ſenſe of the Impoſer, but 
therakers. 1: | 
+/ Sheriffs caſe. 
7 IO! TOLL. 


13. Dominion 15 founded iN grace. 


19. The powers of this world are uſurpations upon the 
Prerogative of Jeſus Chriſt, and it is the dacy.of 
God's People to deſkroy them in order tothe ſerting 
Chriſt upon his. thrane, 4; /- 


o 
Fi th- Monarchy men, * 
| A 4 20, The 


31, 


pI 
\93 


1. 
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20. The Piesbycerian , Government, is the Scemes of 


Chriſt's Kingdom, to which Kings as 'wellas others 
are bound. to ſubmir; and the ;King's Sypremacy 
in Eccleſiaſtical affairs aflerted., by the! Ghyrch of 
England is injurious to Chriſt;| che folt: King.and 
Head of his Church. 
Altare Damaſcenum. Apolog. relat. Hiſt. Intlulpen. 
Cartwright. Travers. 


It is not lawtul for -» gms to impoſe any thing; in 


the w orſhip of God 
{ary. 


is not antecedently heref- 


22, The duty of not offending a weak brother is inconfi- 


ſtent with all human Aurtority of making Lins con- 
cerning indifterent things. | 


Proteſtant Reconciler. 


fs 
£13 10% 1 


. Wicked Kings and Tyrants oviiht to be piic & tent, 


and it the Judpes- and interior Magiſtrates willinoc 
do their office, che power of the fwoid devolves ro 
the People; if the major __ of the | People refuſe 
to exerciſe this power, then the Miniſtees may ex- 
communicate ſuch a King, after which it is lawfal 
for any of the Subjetts to kill him,” as the Pcopledid 
Athalab, and Zehu Jezabel. 
Buchanan, Knox, Goodman, Gilby, Jefaits." 


24. Aﬀter the ſcaling of the Scripture Canon, the' peo- 


ple of God in all ages are to expe&t new Revela- 
tions for a rule of their aftions, *and'it wWlawtul 
for a private man, having an inward motion from 
God, to kill a Tyrant +, 

: Quakers and other Enthuſuafts. * Gooden. 


The example of Phineas is to'us inſtead of 2 Com- 


mand; for what God has commanded appoced 
in one age, muſt needs oblige*iiv all.- 


Goodman. Knox, on 1 wl 
26 King 
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26. King Charles the firſt was lawfully pur to death, and 
his murtherers were the bleſſed inſtruments of Gods 
glory in their-Generarion, pl 

Milton. Goodwin.” Owen. © 


- | 127. King Charles the firſt made war'upon his Parliament; 
| and in ſuch a caſe the King may not only be refiſted, 
but he ceaſeth to be King. 


Baxter. 


| Wedecree, judge and declare all and every 
of theſe Propoſitions to be falſe, ſeditious and 
impious; and moſt of them to be alſo Heretical 
and Blaſphemous, infamous to Chriftian Reli- 
g10n, and deſtructive of all: Government m 
Church and State. | | 


We farther decree that the Books' which con- 
tain the foreſaid propoſitions and impious Do- 
&rines, are fitted to bprave g00d manners; cor- 
rupt the minds of unwary men, ſtir up ſedi- 
tions and tumults, overthrow States and King- 
doms, and lead to Rebellion, murther of Princes, 
and Atheiſm it ſelf: and therefore we interdict 
all members of the Univerſity from the read- 
ing the ſaid Books, under the penaltics in the 
Statutes exprelt. 


We allo order the before recited Books to be 
publicly burnt,” by the hand of our Marſhal in 
the court of our Scholes. 


As Lake- 
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Likewtife we order that 1n1 _ 'memor 

hereof;” theſe 'our decrees hal be'enterd jade 
the Regiſtry of our Convocation, and that co- 

iesof them being communicated to the ſeve- 
ral Colleges and Halls within this Univerſity, 
the be'there publicly aftixt in the Libraries, 
RefeQories, or other fit places, where they 
may be ſeen and read of al 


Laſtly we command and ſtrictly enjoyw all 
and ſingular Readers, Tutors, Catechiſts and 
others. to whom: the care and truſt of inſtitu- 
tionof youth ti committed, that they diligent- 
ly inſtruct and;grqund their Scholars in that 
moſt neceſſary Doteine which jn a mannexpis 
the Badge and character of the Church of 
Encland, of ſubmitting toevery Ordinance of 
man for the Lords-ſake, whether it be to the 
King as. ſupreme, or unto Governors as unto 
them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment 
of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
do well: Teaching that this ſubmiſſion and 
Obedience 1s to be >. Fon ablolute and without 
exception of any, State or order of men: Alfo 
that all ſupplications, Prayers, Interceſlions 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, for 
the King and all that are in Autority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable lite an all god- 
lineſs and honeſty; tor this 1s goodand accep- 
table in the ſight of God our Savior. :And in 


eſpecial manner that they preſs and oblige 
them 
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them humbly to offer their moſt ardent arid 
daily Prayers at the Throne of Grace for the 
glerveden of our Soveraign Lord Kin 
Charles from the attemts of open violence, _ 
ſecret Machinations of perfidious Traitors : 
that he the Defender of the faith, being ſafe 
under the defence of the moſt High, may con- 
tinue his reign on Earth, till he exchange it 
for that of a late and happy Immortality. 
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